APPENDIX
forms. Consequently in endeavouring, in agreement
with the Government of the German Reich, to consoli-
date our relations based on the principle of good neigh-
bourliness, we decided to settle one of the most essential
problems in that sphere, that is the treatment of national
minorities on both sides of the frontier. But we did
not have at our disposal any old machinery that had
stood the test of life. As, however, we clearly realized
our objective, we found in the declaration of November
5th, 1937, a new pattern which, I am convinced, on the
one hand is a reasonable guarantee of the internal
cohesion of either State, and on the other hand is cal-
culated to create favourable conditions in which a large
group of citizens, who are attached to their own culture,
can live side by side with the national majority in either
State. I think that this act, together with the liquidation
in July last of the last vestiges of outside interference in
some parts of Polish and German territories, is a most
important step towards consolidating and strengthening
the principles of the agreement of January, 1934.
As regards our neighbour in the east, the Soviet
Union, the past year has brought no essential changes.
Our attitude and our policy continue to be based on the
non-aggression pact of 1932, with all its supplements,
and the current problems have therefore been settled in
an atmosphere pf realistic negotiation.
Turning further east, it must be mentioned that the
legations in Tokyo and Warsaw have been raised to the